Early-onset periodontitis.
The group of periodontal diseases known as the early-onset periodontal diseases are defined by the age of onset of periodontal destruction, distribution of lesions, association of disease with specific microbial infections, and identification of characteristic alterations, in the host response. Significant progress has recently been made in our understanding of the etiology of juvenile and rapidly progressive periodontitis. Considerable evidence points to a familial pattern of disease; both localized and generalized forms of disease may be observed in the same family. The exact mode of inheritance remains unclear, and disease may be the result of a complex interplay between genetically determined alterations of the host response and a specific bacterial challenge. Both neutrophil function and immunoglobulin response are altered and appear to be characteristic of an immunologic hyperresponsiveness. Bacterial colonization by Actinobacillus actinomycetemcomitans (serotype b) and/or Porphyromonas gingivalis appears to be the primary initiator of disease. Evidence suggests that lesion distribution may be a function of the nature of the infecting agent and the characteristics of the immune response.